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Appendix 6: Standard Operating Procedures: Serious Communicable Diseases Unit 

Emory University & Emory University Hospital 

SCDU PPE: Donning and Doffing Protocols 

Entering the SCDU 

1. Complete Check-in Form (temperature). 

2. Sign in outside anteroom.  

3. Check gauges. 

4. Check signs. 

5. Enter anteroom. 

 

Donning SCDU PPE for Anteroom (not immediately entering patient room) 

1. Enter locker room. 

2. Remove jewelry (preferably leave jewelry at home). 

3. Remove clothing and shoes and place in locker. 

4. Don disposable scrubs, socks and shoes dedicated to unit. 

5. Enter anteroom. 

6. Don belt and battery. 

7. Check motor. 

8. Put motor in the PAPR Hood and set aside. 

9. Don biohazard coverall. 

10. Don inner gloves and tape to biohazard coverall. 

11. Don outer gloves. 

12. Don booties. 

13. Sanitize gloves. 

14. Put apron aside. 

 

Donning SCDU PPE for Patient Room 

1. After entering anteroom: 

2. Enter Locker Room. 

3. Remove jewelry. 

4. Remove clothing and shoes and place in locker. 

5. Don disposable scrubs, socks and shoes dedicated to unit  

6. Re-enter anteroom. 

7. Don belt and battery. 

8. Check motor. 

9. Put motor in the PAPR Hood and set aside. 

10. Don biohazard coverall. 
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11. Don inner gloves and tape to biohazard. 

12. Don outer gloves. 

13. Don booties. 

14. Sanitize gloves. 

15. Plug in PAPR Hood, put on apron and PAPR Hood. 

16. Zip up and tie up PAPR Hood and apron. 

17. Check gauges and signs. 

18. Enter patient’s room. 

 

Doffing SCDU PPE for Patient Room 

1. Ensure qualified individual is in place to monitor doffing protocol. 

2. Remove apron. 

3. Remove one bootie, then step onto chemical mat*; repeat with second bootie. 

4. Sanitize gloves. 

5. Remove outer gloves (beaking method). 

6. Sanitize inner gloves.  

7. Remove tape. 

8. Sanitize inner gloves. 

9. Remove biohazard coverall. 

10. Sanitize inner gloves. 

11. Enter anteroom (anteroom staff should be donned in face shield). 

12. Remove PAPR Hood. 

13. Sanitize inner gloves.  

14. Remove inner gloves (beaking method). 

15. Wash hands with soap and water. 

16. Remove belt, battery and motor. 

17. Enter locker room. 

18. Remove and dispose of disposable scrubs and socks. 

19. Shower for 5 minutes, shampooing hair. 

20. Don clothes. 

21. Enter anteroom. 

22. Exit anteroom. 

 

“Step Down” PPE Donning 

 

1. Change into hospital scrubs. 

2. Remove jewelry. 

3. Enter clean corridor. 

4. Don inner gloves. 

5. Don impervious gown. 

6. Don outer gloves. 

7. Don booties. 

8. Sanitize gloves. 

9. Check gauges and signs. 

10. Enter anteroom. 
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11. Sanitize gloves. 

12. Don face shield. 

13. Enter patient room. 

 

“Step Down” PPE Doffing 

 

1. Remove booties (stepping on mat*). 

2. Sanitize gloves. 

3. Remove outer gloves. 

4. Sanitize gloves. 

5. Remove gown. 

6. Sanitize gloves. 

7. Remove face shield. 

8. Sanitize gloves. 

9. Enter anteroom. 

10. Remove gloves. 

11. Wash hands thoroughly. 

12. Enter clean corridor. 

13. Change out of hospital scrubs 

 

High-Level PPE: Donning and Doffing Protocols 

Donning High-Level PPE for Patient Room 

1. Remove jewelry. 

2. Don inner gloves. 

3. Don impervious gown. 

4. Don outer gloves. 

5. Don booties. 

6. Sanitize gloves. 

7. Don face shield. 

8. Don impervious hair cover. 

9. Enter patient room. 

 

Doffing High-Level PPE for Patient Room 

1. Ensure qualified individual is in place to monitor doffing protocol. 

2. Remove booties (stepping on mat*). 

3. Sanitize gloves. 

4. Remove outer gloves. 

5. Sanitize gloves. 

6. Remove gown. 

7. Sanitize gloves. 

8. Remove hair cover. 

9. Sanitize gloves. 

10. Remove face shield. 
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11. Sanitize gloves. 

12. Enter anteroom. 

13. Remove inner gloves. 

14. Wash hands with soap and water. 

15. Enter clean corridor. 

16. Change out of hospital scrubs. 

 

Waste Management Protocols 

Waste Management for Anteroom  

1. Plug in, put on apron and PAPR Hood, zip up and tie up apron and PAPR Hood. 

2. Remove red biological bag from waste container after adding 300mL of water. 

3. Goose neck and tape loosely to secure bag. 

4. Disinfect (wipe) the outside of the bag. 

5. Place bag into red biological bag. 

6. Goose neck and tape loosely to secure bag. 

7. Disinfect (wipe) the outside of the bag. 

8. Place bag into autoclave bag. 

9. Use rubber band to secure autoclave bag. 

10. Disinfect (wipe) the outside of the bag 

11. Sanitize gloves. 

12. Place in waste container outside anteroom. 

13. Sanitize gloves. 

14. Mop floor. 

15. Sanitize gloves. 

16. Remove apron then PAPR Hood. 

17. Remove outer gloves. 

18. Sanitize inner gloves. 

19. Don new outer gloves. 

20. Remove PAPR and put aside. 

21. At end of shift, discard PAPR hood; disinfect motor and store. 

 

Waste Management for Patient Room 

1. Add 300 mL of water and remove red biological bag from waste container. 

2. Goose neck and tape loosely to secure bag. 

3. Disinfect (wipe) the outside of the bag. 

4. Place bag into red biological bag. 

5. Goose neck and tape loosely to secure bag. 

6. Disinfect (wipe) the outside of the bag. 

7. Store in shower (patient room) until removal to anteroom. 

8. Sanitize gloves. 

 

End of Shift Waste Management   
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1. Place waste into autoclave bag. 

2. Bring waste into anteroom. 

3. Use rubber band to secure autoclave bag. 

4. Disinfect (wipe) the outside of the bag. 

5. Sanitize gloves. 

6. Place in waste container outside anteroom. 

7. Sanitize gloves. 

8. Mop floor. 

 

Spill Cleanup 

1. Alert team. 

2. Assist patient. 

3. Establish a spill parameter. 

4. Visual check of PPE and clean any visible contamination 

5. Pour disinfectant on clean towel to establish chemical mat* near spill. 

6. Remove one bootie, then step onto newly created chemical mat*; repeat with second bootie. 

7. Sanitize gloves. 

8. Remove outer gloves. 

9. Sanitize gloves. 

10. Don outer gloves, then booties. 

11. Sanitize gloves. 

12. Soak clean towel in disinfectant. 

13. Cover spill outside-in with bathroom towel. 

14. Allow for appropriate contact time (10 minutes). 

15. Clean up spill from outside-in. 

16. Sanitize gloves. 

17. Remove outer gloves. 

18. Don new outer gloves. 

19. Mop area, placing wipes in red bag. 

20. Sanitize gloves. 

21. Remove one bootie, then step onto newly created chemical mat*; repeat with second bootie. 

22. Sanitize gloves. 

23. Remove outer gloves. 

24. Don outer gloves then booties 

25. Follow Waste Management for Patient Room protocol. 

 

 

Additional Protocols 

 

Opening Doors and Changing Gloves 

 

Prior to Opening Any Door: 

1. Sanitize gloves. 

 

Changing Gloves: 
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1. Sanitize gloves. 

2. Remove outer gloves (beaking method). 

3. Sanitize inner gloves. 

4. Don outer gloves. 
 

Needle Stick or Cut 

1. Quickly sanitize gloves. 

2. Remove inner and outer gloves and expose wound. 

3. Express wound. 

4. Flush wound with water for five minutes.  

5. Cover wound by donning glove. 

6. Doff per patient room SOP. 

7. Report for medical assessment. 

8. Log and report incident and notify occupational injury management. 

 

 

Prior to Shift Change: 

1. Empty all waste (using appropriate waste management SOP). 

2. Mop complete area (including patient room, bathroom where waste was stored, anteroom and shower 

room). 

3. Wipe down motor cords with disinfectant wipes. 

4. Restock items needed for next shift (PPE, patient care items, etc.). 

 

Lab Draw from Patient Room to SCDU Lab 

Leaving SCDU Patient Room: 

1. Sanitize gloves. 

2. Clean specimen tube with bleach wipe. 

3. Verify label using two identifiers 

4. Apply label to specimen tube and include date and time. 

5. Place tube in small biohazard bag. 

6. Clean outside of bag with bleach wipe. 

7. Place bag inside second biohazard bag. 

8. Clean outside of second bag with bleach wipe. 

Entering Anteroom: 

1. Open patient’s room door. 

2. Open biohazard container to allow patient’s nurse to place biohazard bag in biohazard container. 

3. Close patient’s room door. 

4. Sanitize gloves. 

5. Clean outside of biohazard container with bleach wipe. 

Anteroom to SCDU Lab: 

1. Anteroom nurse hands off biohazard container to SCDU lab personnel. 

2. Lab personnel delivers biohazard container to SCDU lab within the Unit.  

3. SCDU lab personnel in appropriate PPE retrieves tube from biohazard container from bucket. 
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4. The biohazard container is transported back to the anteroom where the anteroom nurse will clean 

container with bleach wipes.  

5. Sanitize gloves. 

 

*Note: Quaternary Ammonium Compound Mat Procedure 

1. Mats will be changed every day at the beginning of the morning by the 7A-7P nurse. 

2. To change, remove tape and discard both tape and mat in the trash. 

3. Replace mat with the new fabric chuck pad and tape down with 2-inch silk tape. 

4. Mix 200mL of the quaternary ammonium compound with 400 mL of water and pour on 

the mat. 

5. The non-diluted compound can cause the floor to become sticky; if this occurs, use water 

to dilute the solution on the floor and mop until the floor is no longer sticky. 

6. Dilute spills of the compound with water as soon as possible, as the quaternary 

ammonium compound will erode the floors. 


