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DRAFT 

 

Emory Healthcare Ebola Preparedness Protocols 
 

OPERATIONAL AND CARE DELIVERY PROTOCOLS  

Training and Collaborative Practices 

 

All staff assigned to direct patient care and waste management will be trained at least biannually on 

proper PPE practices and SCDU Standard Operating Procedures. Before activation, all staff are further 

refreshed on these standards and any additional skill sets as deemed necessary. All staff and physicians 

must pass competency training.  

 

During periods of Unit activation, daily team meetings are held to discuss clinical updates and concerns.  

During these meetings, all working team nurses, physicians and support staff meet to review efficacy of 

protocols and discuss care issues. 

 

Specialized Supplies 
 

The Unit Director, or her/his designee, shall request carts of specialized supplies for the Unit from 

Materials Management. The carts are stocked and available at all times for Unit activation. A list of 

pertinent supplies is located in Appendix 3.  

 

Protocols 
 

All patients will have the following minimum orders as part of the admission protocol: 

 Vital signs every 4 hours 

 Daily weight  

 Strict intake and output 

 Nursing assessment each shift with particular attention to presence of rash; mental status; lung 

and heart assessment; and presence of nausea, vomiting or diarrhea   

 Complete Blood Count (CBC), Comprehensive Metabolic Panel (CMP), and urinalysis, on the 

day of admission and every three days thereafter 

 

In addition, symptomatic patients will be cared for under EVD-specific protocols. 

 

All patient items will be inventoried, entered into the patient chart, and kept in the patient room until 

discharge and decontamination with vaporized hydrogen peroxide. For valuable items, pictures can be 

taken to add to the detailed inventory. No items can leave the patient room until after a full 

decontamination. 
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Procedures 

 

Whenever possible, procedures will be performed in the patient’s room. In the event that patients in the 

Unit require additional testing, such as portable X-rays, ultrasound studies or placement of a central line 

with ultrasound guidance, the Unit has developed policies and procedures to perform these procedures in 

a manner that allows safe removal and decontamination of the equipment after the procedure is 

performed. In some cases, this involves enclosing the instrument in a plastic barrier. In other cases, this 

involves the use of treatment with vaporized hydrogen peroxide in an adjacent enclosure (see Appendix 

4). 

Patient Documentation 

 

All patients will be admitted using the standard admission process for EUH, including, but not limited 

to, obtaining the standard consent for treatment and providing the patient with a Notice of Privacy 

Practices. All signed documents must remain in the patient room. However, copies are inserted into the 

patient chart by photographing the document through the patient door window.  

 

After patient discharge, the original papers are disinfected with the room under vaporized hydrogen 

peroxide. Once complete, these records can then be added to the patient chart. The Infectious Diseases 

physician on-call will be responsible for dictating the patient discharge summary after the patient is 

discharged.  

 


